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Principles op Common Law Pleading. By J. J. McKelvey. New York : 
Baker, Voorhis, & Company. 1894. pp. xx. 193. 

The two standard works on Pleading are both excellent and satisfac- 
tory for their purposes, — Chitty as a well-arranged collection of author- 
ities for the practitioner, and Stephen as a clear and adequate statement for 
lawyers and for more advanced students. There is, however, a demand for 
a third kind of text book, one which shall state clearly for the beginner in 
terms adapted to his slight knowledge of the law, the elementary prin- 
ciples which at least every well-educated lawyer must know in order to 
understand the history of the law and the decisions made during the long 
period when common-law pleading ruled the forms and affected the sub- 
stance of the decided cases. This demand Mr. McKelvey has attempted 
here to supply. In Part I., some sixty-seven pages, he gives a clear 
statement of the essential principles of the different forms of actions, 
intended to make plain to the beginner the divisions into which the old 
remedies of this system of pleading naturally cast the substantive rights 
of action. In Part II., which occupies the rest of the book, he has fol- 
lowed the arrangement of Ames's Cases on Pleading in treating of the 
steps subsequent to the declarations in the respective actions. The net 
result is a plain and easily understood summary of the law of pleading. 

The origin of the author's interest in the subject is well known ; and 
this, although it bears no marks of being a second edition, is in great 
part a publication of the summary of pleading which was printed but not 
published by this author some years ago. The preface of this edition, 
while not mentioning that fact, acknowledges with apparent frankness 
the author's debt to Prof. J. B. Ames, and the body of the book bears 
out the acknowledgment by the frequency of reference to Ames's Cases. 
This debt to Professor Ames, owed and acknowledged by almost all the 
recent graduates of the school who have published books upon the law, 
is in Mr. McKelvey's case of a somewhat greater degree and different 
kind. r. w. h. 

A Treatise on the Law of Mortgages on Personal Property. By 
Leonard A. Jones. Fourth edition, revised and enlarged. Boston: 
Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. 1894. pp. xv. 886. 
Mr. Jones's books are justly popular because of the way in which he 
goes oyer the ground, telling all the law statutory and common without 
becoming confused in the maze of decisions, criticising as well as merely 
stating the cases, and thereby rendering more efficient help than is given 
by those who simply reduce cases to propositions. His thoroughness in 
going over all the law makes necessary frequent additions, which have 
averaged in this case about seventy-five pages to each new edition, and 
how necessary these additions are is neatly shown in this edition by a 
note to sect. 415, which sums up the history of the peculiar doctrine that 
a mortgagor's possession of mortgaged goods with power of disposal 
makes the transaction fraudulent/^ se. In 1881, when the first edition 
was published, the State courts or Legislatures which had settled the 
question stood fourteen in favor of the doctrine to thirteen against, in 
1883 they were twelve to seventeen, in 1888 sixteen to seventeen, and 
now in 1894 they are reckoned twenty to twenty. So also such matters 
as the provisions regulating the registry of mortgages of personalty and 
those regulating foreclosure, redemption, sale under powers, and so on, 
make necessary specific statement of the laws of the different States. 



